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®Paul Bunyan was an American folk hero. ®He was a logger who cut down trees at an

incredible speed. ®One amusing tale says that as a newborn baby, he yelled so loudly that

he scared all the fish out of a river. ®Additionally, he had an unbelievable appetite. ®His

parents had to milk two dozen cows each morning just to fill his bottles!

©This kind of folktale is called a “tall tale,” a uniquely American form of storytelling.

9The main feature of tall tales is exaggeration. ®Their heroes solve problems in funny,

almost unbelievable ways, making the stories humorous and unexpected. 9Some tall

tales are based on real American heroes while others are purely fictional. ®Storytellers

mixed real events with wild imagination.

®Tall tales were first told by early American settlers. ?Back then, people had no TV and

few books, so storytelling was their main entertainment. ®After a hard day’s work, they

would gather around a fire and share unbelievable tales to relax and have fun.
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