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®People tend to link themselves to someone’s success to feel proud. ®This behavior is

called “basking in reflected glory.” ©It means feeling good when a group you belong to

succeeds even if you didn’t actually do anything.

©0ne weekend, a college football team played a big game. ®Afterward, researchers

studied how the college students talked about the result. ®When the team won, 32% of

students said “we won.” ?But after a loss, only 18% said “we lost.” Students wanted to

share in the win but not the loss. ®Researchers also looked at what students wore on

the following Monday. ®After a win, 64% wore school colors or clothes with the school’s

name. ®After a loss, only 44% did. ®Pride is easier to wear when your team wins.

®As expert Robert Cialdini put it, we avoid the shadow of defeat and enjoy the glow of

victory. ®Even if it’s not our own success, standing close to it can still give us a tan.
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