Sentence Practice .50
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Mr. A and Mr. B were scheduled to leave the airport on different flights at the same

time. ®They traveled from town in the same limousine, got caught in a traffic jam, and

arrived at the airport thirty minutes after their scheduled departure time. ®Mr. A is told

that his flight left on time. ®Mr. B is told that his flight was delayed and left just five

minutes ago. ®Who is more upset? ®When presented with this scenario, 96 percent of

respondents believed Mr. B would be more upset than Mr. A. ®And it’s easy to understand

why. ®You can almost feel Mr. B’s frustration: ©“If only we had taken Main Street instead

of Elm Street.” ®“f only the driver hadn’t stopped so long at that particular station.” ®So

many small changes could have made the outcome different.

®When you miss your goal by a wide margin, it’s hard to imagine that a few differences

would have changed the result. ®But when you miss by just a little, it stings. ®The closer

we are to success, the more our minds replay the “what ifs.”
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