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®Poop may seem dirty or unpleasant, but it is actually useful in many ways. ®Both

animals and people can benefit from it. ©In nature, some animals rely on poop to survive.

®Dung beetles eat the plant bits that elephants don’t digest. ®They also lay their eggs

inside the poop. ®Some birds peck at their own waste to get more nutrients. ?Wild rabbits

eat their poop to absorb leftover nutrients. ®For these animals, poop is not just waste;

it helps them live. ®Humans are also finding new ways to use waste. ?Scientists are

studying how to turn poop into sustainable energy. ®One idea is a waterless toilet system.

®|t dries the waste and removes the smell. ®Then tiny microbes break it down into carbon

dioxide and methane. ®The carbon dioxide helps grow algae for biofuel, and the methane

can be used to heat homes. ®Although often dismissed as waste, poop holds surprising

value in both nature and science.
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