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®In 1982, Monsanto, the world’s largest seed company, succeeded in modifying a plant

cell genetically for the first time in history. ®The plant cell contained many desirable

qualities. ®These included faster growth, higher yields, and greater resistance to pests.

®0ver time, major companies like Dupont and Syngenta have joined Monsanto. °In fact,

most of the GM crops on the market come from these companies.

9Since people began eating GM foods, many health problems seem to have increased.

0Allergies, even in children, have become much more common. OWe have also seen

an increase in different types of cancer. ®What’s worse, more babies are being born

with defects. ®These are believed to be just a few of the potential dangers of GM foods.

®People around the world have protested against these seed companies. ®0rganizations

such as Greenpeace and the Organic Consumers Association are demanding labels on

GM foods. ®However, the companies have mostly ignored public concerns. ®They may fear

that consumers will avoid foods with GM labels. ®This has increased consumer distrust

in the safety of GM foods. ®Some people feel that this proves these seed companies have

something to conceal.
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