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®Many stars that we see in the night sky are not really there. 9Stars are so far away from

us. ®Sometimes a star’s light might reach us long after the star stopped existing.

©For example, the light from Proxima Centauri takes more than four light years to reach

us even though it is the closest star to us besides the sun. ®Therefore, if its light went out

today, we wouldn’t realize it until four years later. ®Some stars we “see” today may have

died before the Korean War, and others before King Sejong invented Hangul.

%The most distant stars visible to the naked eye are 2.6 million light years away. %Some

of these stars whose light we still see today may have disappeared hundreds of thousands

of years ago. ®The fact that we see light from stars so far away proves that the universe

is huge.
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