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9| et’s learn what umbrellas meanta long time ago. 9Back then, umbrellas weren't just

for blocking the sun or rain. ®They were special items that showed who was important.

9If a ruler had many umbrellas, people thought the ruler was very powerful. ®In addition,

if someone had a really big umbrella, it meant they had a lot of power.

%n ancient China, only the emperor was allowed to carry an umbrella. 9\ anyone

else used one, they could be punished—sometimes even with death! ®That might sound

strange to us today because umbrellas are so common. “We use them to stay dry in the

rain or cool in the sun. ®But hundreds of years ago, they were not for everyone. "They

were a clear sign of power and who was the boss.

®It's fun to see how one simple item could mean something so different in the past.
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