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9Bill Bowerman founded Nike, the world-famous shoe company. ®But when he was

young, he was once a coach for a track and field team at the University of Oregon. ®As a

caring coach, he disliked the metal-spiked shoes that were widely used at the time. °So,

he always tried to find lighter and more comfortable running shoes for his athletes. ®But

the shoes he could get weren’t good enough. ®Having tried many options without success,

he decided to design a pair of running shoes himself.

%0ne day, he was sitting in the living room, lost in thought about better shoes. ®Just

then, he happened to see his wife making waffles. ®Then, he asked himself a question

that might seem silly to other people. ®He wondered what would happen if he poured

rubber into a waffle iron. mLater, he tried it, and the result was something like the bottom

of most sports shoes we see today. In the end, his silly question led to the rubber sole

with a waffle pattern, which was a great breakthrough in the shoe industry.
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