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%There is a saying that “Nature knows best.” ®This is very true for cleaning dirty water.

®Modern machines that clean water are very expensive. %To save money, scientists are

learning how nature cleans water. ®They are especially looking at wetlands.

%In wetlands, plants give fresh oxygen to the water, and tiny living things called bacteria

help break down some of the bad stuff in the water. ?Other harmful chemicals are

removed when the water moves through the soil.

0Recognizing these benefits, many countries are making artificial wetlands to clean

their dirty water naturally. ®These wetlands can clean water without using chemicals.

PThey also provide homes for birds and other animals. ®Many of these man-made

wetlands are being built in countries around the world, and they are working very well.
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