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®Would you trade your future for quick money? %That's what happened in Nauru, a tiny

island country in the Pacific Ocean. 9t is one of the smallest countries in the world, both

in area and in the number of people.

®A long time ago, people found a lot of phosphate rock on the island. ®This phosphate

rock was formed from bird droppings and is a useful mineral. ®lt is used to make fertilizer

for farming. ®Many companies came to mine the phosphate rock, and Nauru became

rich. ®But there was a big problem. ®The mining hurt the land. ®The middle of the island

became empty and broken. ®Most of the natural land and plants were destroyed. ®After

many years, the phosphate rock started to run out. ®When it was nearly gone, Nauru lost

its wealth.

®Today, the country has many problems like poverty and a damaged environment.

®Nauru’s story gives us an important lesson. ®If we use too much from nature without

care, it can hurt us later. Nauru was once rich, but thinking only about quick money

caused big problems. ®We should use nature wisely and protect it for the future.
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