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®Henri Matisse was a famous French artist in the early 1900s. ®He made beautiful art

during the early to mid-1900s. ®His art is special because he created many of his best

works when he was not feeling well. ®As he got older and sick, he could not paint in the

usual way, but he did not stop being creative.

9Instead, he came up with a new art form called “cut-outs.” ®He would cut shapes from

colorful paper that his helpers painted for him. ®Using scissors, Matisse made lively

shapes like stars, plants, and people. ®He then put these shapes on big backgrounds to

create amazing pictures.

9Even though he had to stay in bed or use a wheelchair, Matisse kept making art. ®One

of his famous books, called “Jazz,” shows this time in his life. 91t has bold and colorful cut-

out designs. ®Matisse is important in art history not just because he was very talented but

also because he found new ways to create art, even when he faced challenges. ®During

this tough time, he made some of his most important work!
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