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®A long, long time ago, the very first living thing on Earth was a tiny, tiny bacteria.

%t was so small that you couldn’t even see it! ©0Over many, many years, this tiny bacteria

changed and grew into all sorts of amazing creatures, like fish, lizards, animals with fur,

and even people.

©But how did this happen? It all started with the tiny bacteria fighting with each other.

%They tried to eat each other. ?One day, a big bacteria swallowed a small one. ®But the

small bacteria didn't want to be digested. ©So it offered a deal to the big one. ®It said, “Let

me stay inside you, and I'll help you in return.” ®The big bacteria agreed.

®From that day on, they came to exist together. ‘I’They stopped fighting and started

working together to survive. ®The small bacteria became a special part of the big bacteria,

like an organ. ®This special part is called a mitochondrion. ®Mitochondria are like tiny

powerhouses. ?They take food and turn it into energy for cells.

®This way of bacteria living together led to the birth of many different living things.

®When only a few bacteria joined, they became small creatures. ®When many joined, they

became bigger animals.
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