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➊In August 1914, world war I began. ➋The German army advanced toward France. ➌By  

early September, the Germans were only 60 km away from Paris. ➍The French army tried 

to stop the Germans at the Marne river. ➎but the army faced a problem. ➏They had no 

way to transport 6,000 soldiers to the battlefield. ➐One general had an idea. ➑The idea 

was to use all the taxis in Paris to move the soldiers. ➒This plan could save the city. ➓The 

army asked for help, and the taxi drivers agreed. On the day of the plan, nearly 600 taxis 

lined up. General Gallieni, the military leader of Paris, came to meet the taxi drivers.  

He saluted them and sent them on their mission. The soldiers were quickly taken to 

the battlefield, where they successfully stopped the German attack. Without the taxi 

drivers, Paris might have fallen. Their bravery played a key role in the battle.
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