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%You might think robots are a recent invention. ®But they existed even in the 1800s.

©Here is an amazing story.

©In 1928, a mysterious machine arrived at the Franklin Institute Science Museum. ®The

machine looked like a young boy, but it was not in good shape. ONot knowing what it

could do, the museum staff carefully put the parts together to test it. °Suddenly, it started

to move! ®The boy opened his eyes and picked up a pen. ®Then, he drew pictures and even

wrote poems.

OAfter writing, the machine signed: “Written by the Automaton of Maillardet.” ®Henri

Maillardet, a Swiss clockmaker, made this machine in London around 1800. ®Back then,

clockmakers often invented machines to show off their skills. ®Maillardet may have made

this machine to show his talent—and also for fun, but it also helped create the path for

today’s robotics technology.
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