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| ast year, we put up a hummingbird feeder in the backyard. @It quickly became popular

with the wild hummingbirds in our area. ®As many as four birds would use the feeder at

the same time.

®We filled the feeder with sugar water twice a day. °Then, suddenly, the hummingbirds

stopped coming. %The feeder needed filling only once a week. %The reason soon became

clear. ®A male hummingbird had moved in, and he refused to let other hummingbirds use

it. ®After drinking from the feeder, he would sit in a nearby tree and attack any bird that

approached the feeder.

®By choosing to become the “owner” of the feeder, the male hummingbird had lost his

freedom. ®He was no longer free to come and go as he pleased. ®His guard duty occupied

all his time. ®The very thing he had worked so hard to possess became his prison.
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