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9Several years ago, there was sad news about whales. ®A baby whale was found dead

just ten days after birth. ®The mother whale was very sad, so she carried her baby on

her head and tried to keep it above the water for 17 days. ®How sad must the mother

have been to carry her baby for so many days? ®In recent years, baby whale deaths have

happened more often. ®What could be causing this problem?

%Whales need to eat 18 to 25 salmon every day. ®But now, the salmon are polluted

because of dirty water. ®Whales that eat this polluted salmon can get sick. ®Toxins, or

harmful substances, in mother whales” bodies can pass to their babies, which can make

the babies sick or even die early. ®If the ocean stays polluted, more whales may not

survive. ®The world is changing—but not in a way that helps the animals that have lived

here long before humans.
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