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©Jonas Salk, a scientist from the United States, helped change the world. 9n the 1950s,

polio was a serious disease because it made many children sick. ®Salk worked for years

to create a vaccine. ®After many tests, it finally worked. ®His vaccine saved countless lives,

but he did not get a patent. ®°When asked who owned the patent, Salk said, “The people.

Could you patent the sun?”

“Masahiro Hara, an inventor from Japan, did a similar thing. ®In the 1990s, he created

the QR code. ®He made it while working at Denso Wave. ®His invention made it easier

to store and share information. ®Like Salk, Hara chose not to patent his work. ®His

company allowed everyone to use the QR code freely, which helped it spread around the

world.

®Both Salk and Hara put people before their own interests. ®If they had wanted, they

could have become very rich. ®However, they believed great ideas should serve everyone.

®Their choices made the world a better place.
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