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OIn 1598, Portuguese sailors arrived at Mauritius, a small island in the Indian Ocean.

®The sailors saw big birds with small wings there. ®The birds couldn’t run or fly. ®They

probably did not need to do so because they had no natural enemies. They just fed on

fruits and nuts that fell on the ground. ®Since the birds had never seen humans, they

were not afraid and approached people. ®The sailors misunderstood this and thought

the birds were stupid. ®This is why they called the birds “dodo,” which means “stupid” in

Portuguese. ®The sailors hunted the birds for meat. ®°More ships arrived, and the hunting

continued. ®By 1681, the last dodo had disappeared from the world. ®Mauritius, once

home to the dodo, is now a graveyard for the birds that “stupidly” welcomed the sailors.
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