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®Why do zebras have stripes? ®Scientists have tried to answer this question for years.

©Some think the stripes help zebras hide from predators. ®Others believe they protect

zebras from the hot sun. eHowever, scientists still don’t know the real reason.

OResearchers at the University of Bristol have a new idea. ®They think stripes help

zebras avoid biting flies. 7o test this, they watched flies around horses and zebras on

a farm. ®What they saw was surprising! ®Fewer flies landed on the zebras than on the

horses. ®They seemed confused by the stripes. ®The researchers believe the stripes

temporarily blinded the flies, which made it hard for them to land. ®This might help

zebras avoid diseases that flies can spread.

®sn’t nature amazing? ®Next time you see a zebra, think about how every pattern in

nature has a purpose—even if we don't fully understand it yet!
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