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®Farmers are trying a new way to grow plants. @It is called intercropping. ®This means

they grow different plants together in the same field. ®For example, farmers can plant

tall corn in one row and beans in the next row. ®The corn gives shade to the beans, like an

umbrella. ®The beans help the corn by making the soil better. ®Their roots have special

bacteria that add important nutrients to the soil. ®Different plants also use the soil

wisely. ®Each plant takes different nutrients, so the soil does not lose just one kind. ®It is

like friends eating together. ®Each person picks different foods they like.

®Intercropping also helps keep plants safe from bugs. ®Because the plants are mixed,

bugs have a harder time finding their favorite ones. ®This way of planting helps plants

grow well, keeps the soil healthy, and lets farmers grow more food. ®Because of these

benefits, more farmers around the world are starting to use intercropping.

Workbook 59



