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®Americans love apples. %When they want to say something is very American, they say it

is “as American as apple pie.” ®They even call New York City the “Big Apple.” ®But apples

were not always special in America. ®One man changed that.

9John Chapman was born in 1774. ®He spent most of his childhood in his dad’s apple

orchard. ®He loved everything about apples. ®He loved how apples taste, and he liked their

color and shape. ®John wanted to plant apple trees everywhere and enjoy apples with

other people.

% the late 1700s, people were very poor and didn’'t have enough food. ®John thought

apples would be a good food for them. ®He got apple seeds from apple juice makers

and planted them. ®Then, he found more seeds and new places to plant them. ®He liked

the work and kept planting apple trees. ®He spent 49 years planting them. ®Thanks to

John's work, apple trees grew everywhere in the US. ®His trees provided fruit that people

could use to make cider, jam, and other foods during hard times. ®Today, apples are an

important part of American culture, all thanks to John’s love of planting trees.
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