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©A parasite is a tiny animal that lives inside other animals to stay alive. ®Some parasites

can even control their hosts’ brain to achieve their goal.

©0ne example is the hairworm. ®Hairworms go inside crickets and grow inside them.

When they are fully grown, they take control of the cricket’s brain. OThe cricket starts to

act strangely. ?It jumps into water because the hairworm makes it do that. ®In the water,

the hairworm comes out of the cricket’s body. Then it swims around to find another

hairworm to mate with. ®After they mate, the female hairworm lays eggs in the water.

®But what happens to the crickets? ®Poor crickets! ®They become food for fish like trout.

950, hairworms not only keep their life cycle going but also help the food chain.

Workbook 21



